transverse portion of the arch of the aorta. The tumour was situated in the upper sternal, suprasternal, and adjacent clavicular and infraclavicular regions. The interesting point in the case was, that the aneurismal sac had managed to press upon the innominate, the left common carotid, and left subclavian arteries, in such a manner that in all of these arteries, and in their branches, pulsation was quite abolished. Hence 110 pulsation could be felt on either side in the carotids, subclavians, brachials, radials, or ulnars. At the same time, while pulsation was thus abolished, there was abundant evidence that the circulation was fairly well carried on in all the districts supplied by these vessels. There were no cerebral symptoms. The face, hands, and arms were warm and well coloured ; and when the return of blood through the veins was checked by pressure, they filled up rapidly. The pulsation in the femoral arteries was quite normal. The other pressure symptoms present were very slight. The second patient was a servant girl, 19 years of age. She was the subject of a peculiar and interesting cataleptic condition of the right forearm and hand, which had continued in the same state for nine and a half months. The first indication of nervous weakness in her constitution had manifested itself when she was a child. According to her mother's statement, vaccination had been followed by a weakness in the left arm, which was still present to some extent.
Since her father's death about eleven years ago her mother had treated her with great cruelty. She was sent out to work in the fields when she was ten years old, and her diet consisted chiefly of tea and bread. This state of matters continued for seven and a half years, or until eighteen months before her admission, when she became general servant to a family in C , where she again had work to do which she felt was too heavy for her. Her present illness had commenced eleven months before her admission into the Infirmary. She and another woman were carrying a tubful of clothes ; the other woman fell, and to prevent the tub from falling on her companion, patient had strained her right side. She was able, however, to continue her work for a month before she sought medical advice. About six weeks after she had hurt her side she noticed that her right hand and forearm felt cold and swollen. Motion and sensation now began to disappear. A week later, the present condition had become established, and has persisted ever since. A week later still, her legs had become weak, and she could not walk. on that subject at an early date. Dr James Ritchie thought that in the discussion of this subject one of the first questions which arose was, whether the ruling body ought to endeavour to protect the members of the community from infectious disease. The general answer now was in the affirmative ; and this being so, he did not see why those affections to which the Contagious Diseases Acts owed their existence ought to be disregarded, any more than scarlatina, diphtheria, etc. While he agreed with much of what Dr Cadell said, he could not agree with him in his first conclusion, and he thought that the cases seen in the practice of a general hospital, and also a knowledge of the immense loss to the country through the effect on our soldiers and sailors of the diseases under consideration, must lead one to the conclusion that some protective measure is very urgently needed. It had been stated that medical men have nothing to do with the moral aspects of the question; but he agreed with Dr Gairdner that we do not get very deeply into an examination of the subject before we are brought face to face with its moral bearings, and we must not, therefore, disregard these in considering any remedial measure.
Three means of protection had been alluded to?1st, the Contagious Diseases Acts, which, as had been shown, although they benefited the naval and military, had not influenced in any great degree the civil population. Dr Gairdner had ably pointed out the grave objections to them, and he hoped they would never pass into law in relation to the whole country. 2d, It 
